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Food for Thought 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

 

What place do the Ten Commandments as a whole have in our life?  What do we do with them?   

Where do they belong?  Do they have binding force today?   
 

We will consider these questions in our mid-week Bible study beginning January 4/5 in a ten-week study 
on “The Ten Commandments & the Christian Life.”  We will explore how each commandment is a gift from 
God and how they apply to our lives today.  The Ten Commandments have often been seen as a moral map 
for living a godly life.  These ten principles for human civilization are found in all cultures of the world, in all 
generations of the world, in all centuries of the world.  We know them best as the commandments written on 
stone tablets with “the finger of God” and given to Moses on Mt. Sinai for the Hebrew people of God, our an-
cestors in the Judeo-Christian faith.  All societies of the world have similar moral laws that protect language, 
sexuality, property, reputation, and so forth.  What are these Ten Commandments, these Ten Moral Laws?  
Most Americans are aware of the number ten of the Ten Commandments, but can recite and remember only 
three of them. 

These commandments have not changed for the past 3,400 years.  Why?  Because human nature has not 
changed.  During the past three millennia, there have been all kinds of changes in the lives of human beings. 
Civilizations have changed.  Knowledge has changed.  Medicine has changed.  Science and technology has 
changed (tablets 3,400 years ago were made of stone and could hold only a few words; tablets today are I-
pads that hold millions of bits of information from around the world).  Politics and political systems have 
changed.  Nations have changed.  Government has changed.  Perpetual change is the mark of the human 
experience during the past 3,400 years of history. 

Meanwhile, while all these changes have been going on for more than three millennia, human nature has 
not changed.  Today, people still worship various gods in their lives, people still swear and curse, people still 
don’t find time to worship, people still have problems honoring their parents, people still murder, still commit 
adultery, still steal, still lie, still covet other peoples’ spouses or property.  Change is all around us human be-
ings, but human nature has not changed.  People still need the Ten Commandments, these ten principles for 
human community as much today as people did 3,400 ago. 

Every century, generation, and society applies these Ten Moral Laws differently to their particular time in 
history.  Every century, generation and society needs to interpret these Ten Commandments afresh, in new 
ways that face new situations.  Even though Jesus said that there were only two commandments and the 
whole Old Testament rested on these two commandments (i.e. love God and love neighbor which he com-
bined to become the Great Commandment), Jesus did not nullify the Ten Commandments.  That is, human 
nature has not changed in the past 3,400 years. We still need the Ten Commandments, God’s laws for hu-
man community, just as much today as the human race 
did more than 3,000 years ago. As people of faith, we 
must continue to frame our lives with not only the Ten 
Commandments, but with the Great Commandment Jesus 
gave us, as well as all the virtues of a Christ-like life. 

The Bible actually gives us the Ten Commandments 
twice (in Exodus 20 and in Deuteronomy 5) so that we 
don’t forget how important they are.  As I see them, the 
Ten Commandments are principles for life.  They don’t 
guarantee that we always act the same way or do the 
same thing every time, but they provide the principles, 
the parameters, within which we live our lives as follow-
ers of Jesus Christ.  That’s food for thought. 
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Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or neatly 
printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for grammar, 

spelling and content.  Please submit by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  Questions?  Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

What Would Jesus Say About Marriage? 
 

A Sermon Series by Senior Pastor Bill Jones 
 

January 8, 15, 22, and 29 
 

Marriage is one of society’s most sacred institutions.  Marriage is messy, but so is life.  Marriage 
is also beautiful and fun and a deeply fulfilling gift from God.  Married life is meant to give a taste to-
day, in this world, of something we’ll have in full from God in the world to come.  The 21st century 
has brought seismic shifts to the institution of marriage.  Views on marriage and cohabitation have 
changed.  How shall contemporary Christians speak to the current social context while honoring the 

lives of real Christians living in a real world?  In this sermon series, we will take a step back and 
look at how Scripture informs our understanding of marriage, what theological affirmations we 

can make about the nature of marriage, and what role the church plays in the marriage of 
Christians today.  Join us on Sunday mornings at 8:15 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. begin-
ning January 8 as we listen for “What Would Jesus Say About Marriage?” 

Rev. Charles Swadley Named Citizen of the Year 
 

On December 15th in Richmond, the Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy honored the Rev. Charles 
Swadley for his many faithful years of service to the Commonwealth with the Citizen of the Year award.  

Rev. Swadley is a retired United Methodist pastor living in Williamsburg.  Ordained Elder in 1979, he 
served United Methodist congregations at Sleepy Hollow in Falls Church, Williamsburg (associate pastor), 
Mount Vernon in Toano, Boulevard in Richmond, Corinth in Sandston and Lakeside in Richmond before his 
retirement in 2011.  In addition to serving as a past Board of Directors chair for the Virginia Interfaith Center, 
Swadley has been a life-saver for the organization, stepping in twice as interim Executive Director when his 

wise counsel was needed.  Currently he is serving on staff as Faith Outreach Coordinator.  
He has worked with the Virginia Conference Board of Church and Society, the Bishop’s 
Committee on Children, the Council of Bishops Task Force on Children and Poverty, the 
Commission on Interfaith Relations, the Jubilee Fund, the Williamsburg-James City County 
School Board and the Virginia Council of Churches, where he received the 2015 Faith In 
Action award.  

Growing up in Tarpon Springs, Florida, he earned a degree in Classic Languages from 
Florida State University and is a graduate of Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington.  
He also served as a Captain in the U.S. Army Reserve.  He and his wife, Sue, have five 
children and four grandchildren. 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
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Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
 

January 2017 – UMW Circle Meetings 
 
CLARKE/HERITAGE CIRCLE – Tuesday, January 3 at 9:45 a.m. in Room 309.   Kim Bar-
barj from GWOM (Greater Williamsburg Outreach Ministry), will explain their new family 
shelter program. 
 

JEAN CRAIG CIRCLE – Tuesday, January 3 at 1:30 p.m. in the Brookdale activity room.  
The program will be centered around thoughts of 2017 and a life’s lesson from the Pencil 
Parable. 
 

SUSANNA WESLEY CIRCLE – Wednesday, January 4 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 309.  Bonnie 
Knizatko will be in charge of the program. 
 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE – Monday, January 9 at 10:00 a.m. in the Church Den, a joint 
meeting with the Olive Casey Circle.  An interesting program is promised. 
 

OLIVE CASEY CIRCLE – Monday, January 9 at 10:00 a.m. in the Church Den, a joint 
meeting with the Friendship Circle.   An interesting program is promised. 
 

CAROL SCOTT CIRCLE – Tuesday, January 10 at 1:00 p.m. in the Church Den.  Lucy 
Ringler is in charge of the program.    
 

SISTERS-IN-FAITH CIRCLE – Tuesday, January 10 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309.  The 
speaker is Monis Rokhsehat, a young Muslim woman from Iran, who is a friend of Karen 
McPherson.  All are invited.  
 

WILLIAMSBURG LANDING CIRCLE – Tuesday, January 17 at 10:30 a.m. in the Wil-
liamsburg Landing Main Building in the auditorium (on the kitchen side). 

 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

WUMW Board Meeting – January 23 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309 

UMW Book Club  
The January meeting of the UMW Book Club will meet Monday, January 9 at 7:00 

p.m. at the home of Carol Brinkley (207 Old Cart Road, in the Powhatan Secondary 
subdivision).  We will be reading and reporting on a book of our choice from the Nur-
turing for Community reading list.  All are welcome.   

For more information, please contact Carol Brinkley cpbrinkley@aol.com or 
(258-0617). 

mailto:cpbrinkley@aol.com
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News from United Methodist Women 

During our Board Meeting at the end of November, the Williamsburg United Methodist Women made their 
annual donations to United Methodist Women National Mission Institutions and to local and global non-profit 
organizations.  This year’s recipients are: 

Silver Saints Luncheon 
 

The Silver Saints (50-plus) will meet in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, 
January 11 at noon for a potluck lunch.  Our guest speakers, Peggy and Ken 
Hook, will present "God Called us to Honduras - Mission Stories."  Please 
bring a dish to share, $1.00 for the chicken, and food items for FISH.  All are 
welcome! 

Questions?  Contact Art & Loretta Heezen  
(565-2518) or lorettaheezen@gmail.com. 

Warm Up Williamsburg 
 

A Winter Fundraiser for the Community of Faith Mission 

 Join us for a special soup tasting event at WARM UP WILLIAMSBURG.  19 
local chefs are donating their tastiest soups for this event, which will be held 
Friday, January 27 from 5:15 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at Williamsburg Community 
Chapel.  As well as soups, there will be bread, dessert and live music provided 
by Elderberry Jam.  We will also have a Bake Shop selling delicious home made 
treats and a Gift Item Sale.   

For reservations or if you wish to volunteer, go to COFM.info or call (220-
0484).  Help support the Community of Faith Mission Winter Shelter!   

Global Organizations 
 

 $1,000  –  Red Bird Mission 

 $1,000 – Wesley Community Service Center 

 $500  –  Alaska Child and Family Services 

 $500  –  Carolina Honduras Mission 

 $500  –  Ferrum College 

 $500  –  Heart Havens 

 $500  –  Society of St. Andrew 

 $500  –  United Methodist Committee on Relief 

Local Organizations 
 

 $500  –  ARC 

 $500  –  Avalon 

 $500  –  CASA 

 $500  –  Faith in Action 

 $500  –  Lackey Clinic 

 $500  –  Latisha’s House 

The Williamsburg UMW could not have made all of these donations without the support of our wonderful 
women and also the congregation of  the Williamsburg United Methodist Church.  Thank you. 

mailto:lorettaheezen@gmail.com
COFM.info
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Numbers up, numbers down … 
 
 

It’s that time of year again when we look back at the old year and ahead to the new.  I’m also in the mid-
dle of planning for the two youth mission trips in July 2017, so thought I’d look back at previous and project-
ed numbers leading into my 4th summer here.  (Numbers are youth + adults, 8+2 is 8 youth and 2 adult 
leaders.) 

 2014 2015 2016 2017 (Projected) 

Jeremiah Project/Middle School 8+2 15+4 5+2 5+2 

Group Work Camp/High School No trip 4+2 11+4 12+3 
 

Mission trips are like Ohio in elections, a bellwether.  They’re a good snapshot of where we are and how 
healthy our youth program is at church.  It’s not hard to see where the shift is, that we’re top-heavy with 
high school age students.  On average we have 9 or 10 students at a youth group session.  Our numbers for 
our childrens’ groups are slightly lower.  When we look around the congregations on most Sunday mornings, 
our under 18’s are vastly outnumbered by adults.  

I’ve recently been reading “Growing Young” by Kara Powell, Jake Mulder and Brad Griffin.  It’s the cul-
mination of a 4-year study by the Fuller Youth Institute, involving in-depth research and input from 250 
churches that have thriving youth, children and families within their church community.  What are they get-
ting right and how are they Growing Young? 

The more I read it, and re-read it, the more it challenges me.  All the way through it talks not so much 
about program or building or screens or style (which can have their part to play) so 
much as it is about welcoming all children and families of all ages unconditionally 
(including the crying babies or the teenager who needs some extra support), fueling 
a warm community where all ages are participants, involving all ages in the worship 
life and leading and empowering leadership among younger people.  Maybe it’s time 
to look more deeply at not how we do church but how we be church. 

Over the next 6 months or so I’ll be sharing in more detail some of the findings 
from this research, here in The Messenger and in other places.  Please join me in 
the conversation as we as a church look to grow young.  If you’d like to borrow a 
copy of Growing Young, please see either me or Cindy Banek.  

 

Andy Glascott, WUMC Youth Director 

Messy Church in January 
 

Our next Messy Church will be on Tuesday, January 10, and our theme 
is, “Listening to God.”  Are you good at listening?  Do you think God still 
speaks to people today?  Does God speak to you?  We will be looking at 
these and a few other questions about the voice of God today.  Throw in 
some  unusual crafts, our delicious dinners, an always unpredictable Cele-
bration Time, and you have a recipe for an unbelievable fun!  Be a part of 
Messy Church, invite your family and friends, and join us from 5:30 p.m. – 
7:30 p.m.  As always, never a fee to attend.   

Questions?  Contact Cindy Banek (229-1771). 



 

7 

Kick off the new year with a new book from our church library.  Just in are a dozen selections especially 
recommended by our clergy and staff for your edification and reading pleasure.  Hot off the press is N.T. 
Wright’s latest book, THE DAY THE REVOLUTION BEGAN:  Reconsidering the Meaning of Jesus Cru-
cifixion.  Also new from Richard Rohr is THE DIVINE DANCE:  The Trinity and Your Transfor-
mation.  Others include:  BUECHNER 101; GROWING YOUNG:  Six Essential Strategies to Help 
Young People Discover and Love Your Church; THE SIN OF CERTAINTY: Why God Desires Our 
Trust More than Our “Correct” Beliefs; and THE CROSS AND THE LYNCHING TREE.  Coming soon is 
Anne Lamott’s new book, HALLELUJAH ANYWAY:  Rediscovering Mercy.  You’ll find all these and more 
on display in the church foyer. 

New for our children is OUR FATHER, a book with bold inviting illustrations and clear text which beauti-
fully explains the meaning behind each line of the Lord’s Prayer.  For the young and not so young, this book 
will give readers of all ages a deeper understanding of God and the meaning of faith. 

Also featured in the children’s room check out NEW YEAR’S DAY, the oldest holiday and the only one 
celebrated by all the world, gaze at OWL MOON, meet SNOWFLAKE BENTLEY, and 
discover who is the STRANGER IN THE WOODS.  Or consider STOPPING BY THE 
WOOD ON A SNOW EVENING  and enjoy the FIRST SNOW IN THE 
WOODS. 

  

“This is a good book which is opened with expectation and closed with profit.”   

— Amos Bronson Alcott 

Library News 

A Note from the Music Department 
The new year is a great time to join our various vocal choirs, bell choirs and orchestra.  

Rehearsals begin right after the new year.  Contact Anthony Williams, Associate Director of 
Music, (awilliams@williamsburumc.org) for detailed information about children’s music 
act iv i t ies ,  and  Lou -Anne Smi th,  D i rector  o f  Mus ic  Min is t r ies , 
(lsmith@williamsburgumc.org) about adult music activities.  Everything is new in the new 
year, and there is a place for you!   

We gratefully thank following Messiah donors whose names did not appear in the program:   

All of your gifts to Messiah paid for the outstanding and talented soloists and orchestra, the 
fabulous reception, flowers, photography and much more.  We could not prepare the quality 
program we do without your generosity.  Thank you so very much! 

Messiah Friend Society:  ($50-$74) 

 Lad and Pricilla Culkowski 

 Nate and Peggy Walkley 

Conductor’s Society:  ($100-$250) 

 Shirley Kyle 

mailto:awilliams@williamsburumc.org
mailto:lsmith@williamsburgumc.org


 

8 

After Dinner Activities 
 

Bible Study beginning January 4 
 

Senior Pastor’s Midweek Bible Study 
“The Ten Commandments” 

Leader:  Rev. Bill Jones 
 

Moses received God’s Ten Commandments atop 
a mountain, and ever since they’ve served as the 
moral/spiritual compass for the Judeo/Christian 
world.  These ten principles for human civilization 
are found in all cultures of the world, in all genera-
tions of the world, in all centuries of the world.  But 
are they still relevant in today’s high tech, religious-
ly diverse, sexually aggressive, world?  Senior Pas-
tor Bill Jones will lead a study on “The Ten Com-
mandments & the Christian Life” on Wednesday 
evenings (7:00 p.m.) and repeated on Thursday 
mornings (10:30 a.m.) 

 
Activities beginning January 11 

 

“Pictures of God’s World” 
Leader:  Andy Glascott 
6:15 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

 

Would you like to learn more about photog-
raphy?  Over six weeks, we will start with, “What 
does this button do?” and journey through composi-
tion skills, light, improving things in a computer and 
more. Plenty of space for questions too in  this 
 informative and inspiriting activity!  Bring your 
camera and manual, and join us for:   

 

Week 1 - “What does this button do?”  Finding 
your way round your camera 

Week 2 - “Oops, cut his head off again . . .” 
Tips for composing your pictures 

Week 3 - “It’s too dark” Lighting – too much or 
too little. 

Have you experienced ReCharge Wednesdays 
yet?  Start your New Year right by coming to dinner 
every Wednesday!  Beginning at 5:30 p.m., and 
serving continuously until 6:30 p.m., enjoy a deli-
cious dinner and good conversation with others.  Our 
meals are expertly prepared by a professional chef 

and yet inexpensive:  $6/adult, $3/child (ages 3-12) with a $20.00 family maximum.  After dinner, participate 
in our activities or simply enjoy the rest of your evening!  Please make a reservation for dinner by com-
pleting a dinner form at Connection Corner, in the pew racks, or calling the church office.  Res-
ervations are due into the church office by Tuesday noon before the Wednesday dinner.   

Questions, contact Cindy Banek (229-1771). 

WEDNESDAYS 

Week 4 - “Take Control” – make the most of the 
functions on your camera to get really sharp im-
ages. 

Week 5 - Photoshop – Not all mistakes can be 
corrected.  But most can.  

Week 6 - Open Forum – We’ll cover anything we 
haven’t that you want looked at.  
 

Contact Andy Glascott to register (229-1771) or 
aglascott@williamsburgumc.org or fill out a 
ReCharge form. 

 
“Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World” 

Leader:  Crystal Graves 
Time:  6:15 p.m. – 7:15 p.m. 

An invitation for every woman who's ever felt 
she isn't enough:  Like Mary, you long to sit at the 
Lord's feet, but the demands of a busy world just 
won't leave you alone.  Like Martha, you love Jesus 
and want to serve him, yet you struggle with weari-
ness, resentment and feelings of inadequacy.  In 
this journey, Jesus invites you to choose "the better 
part" - a joyful life of intimacy with him that flows 
into loving service.  Books available for $9.00.  Con-
tact Cindy Banek to register (229-1771) or 
cbanek@williamsburgumc.org or fill out a Re-
Charge form. 

 
Methodism: Questions and Answers 

Leader:  Rev. Kay Barré 
6:15 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

 

What does it mean to be a United Methodist?  
How does Methodist church membership differ from 
being Baptist, Lutheran, Catholic or Presbyterian?  
What are Methodists supposed to believe, anyway?  
Come find out the answers to all these questions 
and more as Pastor Kay leads this informative jour-
ney through the meaning of Methodism.   

mailto:aglascott@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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If you ever have a moment, stop 
by our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about 
all the ministries and other activities that you 
or your family may be interested in joining!!  
We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something 
you see on our website, contact the church 
office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

"Pull yourself together."  You've heard it a mil-
lion times, but things just aren't coming together.  
You're still hurting.  You need someone to listen and 
care, without judging or pushing you to get better.  
A Stephen Minister can be this person for you.  Con-
tact one of the Ministers if you are interesting in 
talking to a Stephen Minister.   

Thank You 
The Church Staff would like to thank the Staff Parish Relations Committee and the congregation 

for the generous love offering we recently received for Christmas.  We sincerely appreciate the on-
going support of the congregation as is evidenced in many ways throughout the year.  However, 
Christmas is a special time of gift giving as we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  The church staff remains dedicated to fulfilling the mission of the church, and we work tire-
lessly in the hope that all persons may come to know Jesus Christ.  We are all truly grateful and 
honored to receive such a monetary gift in recognition of the ministry we undertake to make disci-
ples of Jesus Christ  in Williamsburg and beyond. 

ReCharge Menus for January 

January 4 
 

Meatloaf, Green beans, Potatoes 
Vegetarian option 
Children option 

January 11 
 

Chicken & Stuffing Casserole, green beans & potatoes  
Vegetarian option  
Children option 

Please see the weekly announcements for the menu items for January 18 & January 25. 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org
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Once Again a Blessing! 
 

 

Friends, you are amazing!  Your generosity is a great blessing to people living in Greater Williamsburg.   
Here is a brief summary of some of your recent sharing: 

 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food” 
 

Celebrated Thanksgiving Morning Ministry by delivering 450 turkey dinners to 
homeless & shut-ins; assembling hygiene kits for winter shelters; packaging birthing 
kits for worldwide distribution; decorating and filling Christmas stockings delivered to 
the Methodist Agape School in Horntown for Santa to bring their students; making 
spiritual placemats for Kairos Prison Ministry; making ornaments for our Respite Care 
clients and residents of 4 group homes for disabled; and creating Christmas present 
bags distributed to guests in the winter shelter at WUMC.  One dinner recipient handed 
a $5 bill to the person who delivered her meal, along with a note that read, “Thank 

you for the Thanksgiving meal and FISH for calling me.  God bless all who worked.  I’m thankful for your fine 
meal.” 

 
 

“For I was naked and you gave me clothing” 
 

Donated 135 winter coats to the children attending Head Start classes in the Triangle 
Community Building.   

 
 

“For I was in prison and you visited me” 
 

Supported Lyman Hubbard and the October Kairos Retreat in the Greensville Correctional Facility with 
prayers, hand-made placemats and a mountain of homemade cookies.  At the 
close of the retreat an inmate wrote “I’ve been in prison for a long time.  I’ve 
never had people come visit me.  You didn’t have to come in but you chose to.  
Thank you.”  And another, “My journey towards a new life started today.” 
 

 

“For I was a stranger and you welcomed me” 
 

Provided hospitality for clients of the Community of Faith Mission Winter Shel-
ter December 11-18  including meals, showers, a warm place to sleep, and most 
importantly, friendship. 

 
 

“For I was sick and you took care of me” 
 

Through the Local Outreach operating budget contributed to more than 
a dozen major service and charitable organizations at work serving the less-
advantaged community.  These include Lackey Free Clinic, Angels of Mercy 
and Olde Towne Medical and Dental Center, all of which serve with great 
compassion our uninsured and under-insured population.  
 

 

And more . . . 
 

Contributed an Advent Offering which will support 6 organizations chosen by our church’s Local Outreach 
and Global Ministries teams.  All of this is in addition to charitable gifts made by United Methodist Women’s 
circles; United Methodist Men; our Sunday School classes; and our children’s and youth programs. 

 
 

“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, 
you did it to me.” 

 

Your Local Outreach Team 
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Condolences 
 

 

Our thoughts and prayers go 
out to the families of those 

who have passed away during 
the month of December: 

Hilda Beall 

Dorothy Burner 

Frances Whitaker 

Remember in your prayers 
and in your life to keep the 
Christmas love and spirit all 

year long… 
 

The Work of Christmas Begins 

                               by Howard Thurman, adapted 
 

When the song of the angels is stilled,  

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home, when the 
shepherds are back with the flocks, 

Then the work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, 

To heal those broken in spirit,  

To feed the hungry, 

To release the oppressed, 

To rebuild nations, 

To bring peace among all peoples, 

To make a little music with the heart… 

And to radiate the Light of Christ, 

Every day, in every way, in all that we do and in all 
that we say. 

Then the work of Christmas begins. 

For more information about our Prayer Ministry,  
contact Cindy Banek (229–1771) or 
cbanek@williamsburgumc.org. 

Global Outreach 

Notes:   

Rev. Hyo Won Park 
 

In 1933, over 180,000 people of Korean descent 
were forcibly moved from the far East to Central 
Russia by the Stalin regime.  Many descendants of 
those people now live in or near St. Petersburg 
where Stremlenie, a United Methodist congregation 
established by WUMC covenant missionary, Hyo 
Won Park, has met for the past 20 years.  The Ko-
rean Culture Center in St. Petersburg is home to an 
extensive mission for Korean-Russian (Koryo) peo-
ple, spearheaded by Reverend Park.  Twenty years 
later, some programs of the mission include Sunday 
worship, Bible studies and Korean language train-
ing.  Of note, the current Bishop of the annual con-
ference in that part of Russia is of Koryo decent, 
and one of the participants in the fellowship is stud-
ying Korean with hopes of becoming a missionary to 
North Korea.  Our fondest regards go to Rev. Park 
for his leadership in St. Petersburg over the past 20 
years! 

Your Global Outreach Team 

Called  
Charge Conference 

A special Charge Conference will be held on 
Wednesday, January 4 from 6:30 p.m. — 7:00 p.m. 
in the Sanctuary to approve several items of busi-
ness, including the 2017 Church Budget.   

mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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United Methodist Day at the General Assembly 
 

The Conference Legislative Network is making plans to observe the 25th United Methodist Day at the Gen-
eral Assembly in 2017.  The first event will be a celebration to be held at Centenary UMC in Richmond on Sat-
urday, January 14, beginning with lunch at noon.  The second event is the United Methodist Day itself, Thurs-
day, February 2. This is our opportunity to help faith communities become empowered to serve as missionar-
ies of justice, as well as the more traditional missionaries of mercy.  United Methodist Day and other avenues 
of faithful advocacy help us to look beyond mercy ministry to ask:  “What caused this problem?  What causes 
hunger?  Global warming?”  By joining together and establishing relationships with our elected officials, we 
empower members of our congregations to wonder:  “How can I make a difference?  How can I be a Good 
Samaritan in our world to its fullest sense?”  This event gives congregations a vehicle for reaching beyond 
themselves and introduces them to the Social Principles of The United Methodist Church in a meaningful way.   

Transportation to and from Richmond will be provided.  Registration for both events is required and can 
be done at the same time!  Both events:  register by January 6 and pay $35.  January 14 Celebra-
tion only:  $15 with January 6 deadline.  February 2 United 
MMethodist Day only:  $25 early bird price is available un-
til Friday, January 6; the registration price increases to 
$35 on January 7.  Registration closes January 27.   

To register, pick up a form on the UMW bulletin board or go 
online to www.vaumc.org.  Click on conference calendar at the 
top right of the page, go to February 2, click on United Methodist 
Day at the General Assembly.  Follow the link to register.   

Questions?  Contact Karen McPherson (220-2111). 

http://www.vaumc.org

